
Did You Know? 
Did you know that English language acquisition can take anywhere 

from 5-10 years? Many people are surprised by the length of time it 

can take a child to gain proficiency, even with high quality instruction 

each year. Second language learners are often judged by their 

speaking abilities alone, which do not always reflect a student’s level 

of proficiency in listening, reading, and/or writing. Language acquisition 

is a long-term process and students need lots of support and 

encouragement to achieve proficiency.
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A Note
Welcome to the third 

edition of Many Tongues.  

In this issue we look at 

factors that impact 

students’ language 

acquisition. In reality  

there are many variables 

that can determine the 

length of time it takes a 

child to learn English.  

Many of these factors 

may be out of the child’s 

control, or a combination 

of circumstances and 

events that are 

interrelated. Ultimately 

however, learning a 

second language at an 

academic level is a long-

term endeavor and there 

are no short cuts. What

teachers can do is

accelerate this process

with solid, research-based 

strategies, comprehensible 

input, a focus on 

vocabulary instruction, 

and by scaffolding lessons 

so that all students can 

have access to the content, 

whatever their language 

background or level.  This 

takes planning and 

intentionality on the part 

of teachers at every grade 

level. It takes creativity 

and compassion. It takes 

schools who embrace 

diversity and are 

committed to seeing their 

students grow and 

succeed today and in the 

future.   
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BICS vs. CALP 
BASIC INTERPERSONAL COMMUNICATION 

SKILLS

COGNITIVE ACADEMIC LANGUAGE 

PROFICIENCY 

Informal Formal

Concrete Abstract 

Language of the Playground and Bus Language of the Classroom and Text Books

Predominantly Oral Oral and Written

3,000 Words or Less 100,000+ Words

Short and Simple Long and Complex 

Commonly Contextualized Commonly Decontextualized

Can Be “Picked Up” Though Social Interactions Must Be Explicitly Taught 

1-3 Years to Develop 5-10 Years to Develop

BICS and CALP 
There are two basic levels of language: BICS and 

CALP.  BICS or Basic Interpersonal Communication 

Skills are the simple "playground talk" that students 

learn quite rapidly. Linguist Jim Cummins calls these 

surface structures because they are often simplistic 

and routine in nature. This is the type of language 

students learn first.  Research has typically said BICS 

take 1-3 years for students to develop. CALP or 

Cognitive Academic Language Proficiency, on the 

other hand, is the more difficult, academic language 

and language structures students experience in 

school. This type of language is much more 

linguistically complex. Research has typically said it 

takes anywhere from 5-10 years to develop CALP. 

While a students’ mastery of BICS may make them 

appear proficient, they must develop CALP to meet 

the cognitive and linguistic demands of the classroom.

BICS

CALP

Jim Cummin’s Iceberg Theory 

Adapted from the West Virginia Department of Education 
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Factors that Affect Second Language Acquisition

1. The difficulty of the second language: This can vary the time in which students are expected to master 
the new language.  Some languages are more regular and thus predictable, making them easier to 
learn. 

2.   The student’s level of proficiency in their native language: The more advanced students’ knowledge of  
the four domains (reading, writing, speaking, and listening) in their first language, the more 
knowledge they will have to draw on in order to learn the second. 

3.   The distance in dialect and register between the two languages: Students may need to learn entirely  
new sounds and speech patterns in the new language. 

4. The status of the languages:  Students may abandon their linguistic background or be reluctant to 
learn a new language if it is perceived as less prestigious in society.

5. Learner attitudes:  Learners that feel their first language is not valued, face criticism as a new 
language learner, or are frustrated by the language learning experience, may not be open to or able 
to acquire English as quickly as others. Some learners will be more motivated than others based upon 
their cultural and familial values and perceptions. 

6. Individual abilities, experiences, and expectations:  Every learner is different and brings a different set 
of skills to the language learning experience. Background, education, motivation, and ability can all 
play a significant role in learning a new language. 

7. Age: At a young age, students acquiring English are not as self-conscious as they would be if they 
were older. This cuts down on the affective filter that can impede language acquisition. However, 
older learners may have an advantage because they tend to be better learners, having mastered the 
skills required to learn independently and effectively. 

8. Access to the language: Opportunities to interact with the language via print and communicative 
opportunities with native speakers will accelerate language acquisition. 

9.   Personality: Extroverts may initially excel faster than introverts because they desire social interaction.   
Risk taking and making generalizations about the language will increase the acquisition process. 

What’s Different About Teaching Reading to Students Learning English by the Center for Applied Linguistics. 

Did You Know? 
Did you know there are 30 different dialects of English 
spoken in the United States? Dialects are a sub-form of a 
language that are still comprehensible to speakers from 
that language group.  This includes standard English, 
Pennsylvania Dutch, Appalachian, and New York dialects, to 
name a few. Take this New York Times Online Quiz to 
see if your regional dialect can be pinpointed by the 
expressions and pronunciations you use. 

http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2013/12/20/sunday-review/dialect-quiz-map.html?_r=0
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Communicating with English Learners

Adapted from Teaching English as a Second or Foreign Language, 2nd Ed., Marianne Celce-Murcia 

Communications Dos Communication Don’ts

1. Enunciate clearly.
2. Speak at a normal or slightly slower rate.
3. Use nonverbal cues (hand gestures, pictures, 

models).
4. Place ELs where they can see and hear well.
5. Expand upon and encourage classroom 

contributions, no matter how small.
6. Write directions on the board whenever 

possible.
7. Provide ample opportunities for ELs to use 

communication skills and to 
incorporate new vocabulary with scaffolding 
(sentence stems, picture support, 
vocabulary boxes etc.).

1. Talk too fast.
2. Fail to enunciate.
3. Talk louder than normal. 
4. Use slang, colloquialisms, or idioms without 

contextualizing.
5. Chew gum or eat while talking to students.
6. Turn your back to students while talking.
7. Give multiple directions all at once. 
8. Lecture without using nonverbal supports.
9. Talk for long periods of time without 

allowing students the opportunity to catch 
up (translating), process, and summarize 
their learning.

10. Assume the child doesn’t understand.  

CALP

Need Translation Help? 

While it is true that WS/FC Schools’ 

translation needs are great, there are 

tools available for school personnel 

who need to contact parents who 

speak other languages. The broadest 

resource base, with hundreds of 

school-based documents in many 

languages, is TransAct.com.  The 

school system has a contract with this 

online company, and its use is free to 

WSFCS educators. Click HERE to 

enroll. Use your WSFCS email address 

as the user name and create a 

password. Change the language of a 

document by clicking the orange button 

that says ENGLISH. 

A Word of Caution 
If personalization to a document is needed, there are 

free online translation sites. You  will find 

https://translate.google.com/, www.freetranslation.com/

and www.babelfish.com/ easy to use. Be warned though, 

the translation you receive is only as good as the input. 

Think about the vast amount of multiple meaning words in 

the English language.  With free sites, there is no 

guarantee that your message has been translated as 

intended. In addition, some programs give you a 

transliteration, or word-for-word translation, which may 

not take into account the different word order and 

syntax of other language. This can result in a message 

that is garbled and hard to read. If you do use these 

sites, simplify your message (who, what, when, where) 

and use basic sentences. Avoid idiomatic expressions, 

multiple meaning words, slang, and figurative language. 

For newsletters and calendars, use picture support to 

clarify when you can. 
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https://app.parentnotices.com/register
https://translate.google.com/
http://www.freetranslation.com/
http://www.babelfish.com/
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“One language sets you in a corridor for life. Two 
languages open every door along the way. “                               

‒Frank Smith

Crossword Puzzle 

Across 
1. These words share similarities 

in meaning, spelling, or 
pronunciation in two languages 
and often have the same 
linguistic roots. 

2. A person who is knowledgeable 
about and studies languages.

3. The first stage of language 
acquisition is known as the 
_______ period. Students are 
building listening skills and 
vocabulary, but not producing 
much language. 

4. Krashen’s theory that a 
student’s emotions could act as a 
screen and impact learning.

5. The process of adopting a new 
culture as your own.

Down
6. Mistakes that are repeated 

frequently until they become 
habits.

7. When students alternate 
between two languages.

8. Objects and materials from 
everyday life that can be used 
as teaching aids.

9. When a student learns a rule, 
such as adding –ed to make a 
verb past tense, but uses it 
without regard to exemptions.

10. Cognitive Academic Language 
Proficiency abbreviated.

Answer Key on page 8   
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Multicultural Literature
for the Classroom  

Click on each title for a link to the Goodreads.com review 

http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/253000.The_Legend_of_the_Bluebonnet?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/253000.The_Legend_of_the_Bluebonnet?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/2303128.Monkey_Sunday?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/2303128.Monkey_Sunday?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/997309.Brothers?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/997309.Brothers?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1631054.Children_Just_Like_Me
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1631054.Children_Just_Like_Me
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/246936.Yo_Yes_?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/246936.Yo_Yes_?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/6644750-the-sandwich-swap?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/6644750-the-sandwich-swap?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/2183475.When_the_Shadbush_Blooms?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/2183475.When_the_Shadbush_Blooms?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/208146.Grandfather_s_Journey?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/208146.Grandfather_s_Journey?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/814357.The_Name_Jar?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/814357.The_Name_Jar?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1717287.When_Jessie_Came_Across_the_Sea?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1717287.When_Jessie_Came_Across_the_Sea?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/79746.The_Composition?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/79746.The_Composition?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/897296.Too_Many_Tamales?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/897296.Too_Many_Tamales?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25893953-the-water-princess?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25893953-the-water-princess?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1918706.Peppe_the_Lamplighter?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1918706.Peppe_the_Lamplighter?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/821292.My_Name_Is_Yoon?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/821292.My_Name_Is_Yoon?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1372657.Tomas_and_the_Library_Lady?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1372657.Tomas_and_the_Library_Lady?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/3370148-annushka-s-voyage?ac=1&from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/3370148-annushka-s-voyage?ac=1&from_search=true
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Multicultural Chapter Books 
for the Classroom  

Back issues of Many 
Tongues, One Voice 
are available on the 
ESL Department 

website found HERE. 
Click on each title for a link to the Goodreads.com review 

http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/657230.Any_Small_Goodness?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/657230.Any_Small_Goodness?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/484530.Trino_s_Choice?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/484530.Trino_s_Choice?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/830198.The_Day_Gogo_Went_to_Vote?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/830198.The_Day_Gogo_Went_to_Vote?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/10431.Cuba_15?ac=1&from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/10431.Cuba_15?ac=1&from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/28899.Heat?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/28899.Heat?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/89763.Esperanza_Rising?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/89763.Esperanza_Rising?from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/889388.An_Island_Like_You?from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/889388.An_Island_Like_You?from_search=true
http://wsfcs.k12.nc.us/Page/107823
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/434467.Ask_Me_No_Questions?from_search=true
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/434467.Ask_Me_No_Questions?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/175395.Code_Talker?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/175395.Code_Talker?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/7981456-a-long-walk-to-water
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/7981456-a-long-walk-to-water
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/7576979-bamboo-people?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/7576979-bamboo-people?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/198517.The_Not_So_Star_Spangled_Life_of_Sunita_Sen
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/198517.The_Not_So_Star_Spangled_Life_of_Sunita_Sen
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/413432.Red_Scarf_Girl?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/413432.Red_Scarf_Girl?from_search=true
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/47301.Zlata_s_Diary
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/47301.Zlata_s_Diary
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/828015.The_Breadwinner
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/828015.The_Breadwinner
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/11208.How_the_Garc_a_Girls_Lost_Their_Accents
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/11208.How_the_Garc_a_Girls_Lost_Their_Accents
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25419.When_I_Was_Puerto_Rican
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25419.When_I_Was_Puerto_Rican
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/277241.The_Circuit
http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/277241.The_Circuit
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Acronym 

Quick-Guide

NOM (National Origin Minority):

A student who lists a 

language other than English on 

the Home Language Survey 

(HLS). He or she must be 

assessed with the state-

mandated English proficiency 

test within 30 calendar days of 

school enrollment.

English Learner (EL): This is the 

new term coined in the Every 

Student Succeeds Act (ESSA) 

which will replace LEP 

eventually. Although, LEP 

(Limited English Proficient), 

ELL (English Language 

Learner), and ESOL (English as 

a Second Language) are still 

commonly used terms to 

describe students learning 

English.   

English as a Second Language 

(ESL):  Is the class or 

curriculum used to address the 

language needs of English 

Learners. It is NOT synonymous 

with being an EL, as not all ELs 

need or have access to ESL 

services. 

Language 1 (L1):  Is the 

student's native (primary or 

first acquired) language.

Language 2 (L2): Is the 

language being learned or 

studied, also called the target 

language. 
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FEEDBACK
Give Us Some 

Feedback: 

Click Here 
to tell us what you 

think! 

Crossword Puzzle 
Key

ACROSS
1. Cognates
2. Linguist
3. Silent 
4. Affective Filter
5. Acculturation   

DOWN 
6. Fossilization
7. Code Switching 
8. Realia 
9. Overgeneralizations
10. CALPS

Upcoming PD

February 27th & 28th

Middle and High School 
SIOP Spring 2017 Training

March 20th & 21st

Elementary SIOP District-
wide Training

Please register in 
My Learning Plan 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfvJyDvtSnQSgUXc7_A-Kb9Sfk-RfMK553YW-ODdXmCMEqA4g/viewform
https://www.mylearningplan.com/mvc/login

